IS YOUR POV OPERATIONALLY SECURE?

 

 


Army Claims policy allows for compensation for loss or damage to privately owned vehicles (POV) due to a break-in theft at quarters or other authorized place.  The Army also specifies under what circumstances a theft from a POV will be cognizable.  One of these circumstances is that the POV must have been properly secured by the owner.

 

In recent years auto manufacturers have marketed several modes of semi-recreational vehicles that pose inherent security risks when parked unattended.  These POVs are characterized by a soft top, nonmetal doors and nonglass windows.  They can be easily opened by removing the doors from the hinges or unsnapping the top from the sides of the vehicles.  As such, these POVs pose an attractive target for a would be thief.
 

The U.S. Army Claims Service has determined that these POVs do not have the necessary structural theft deterrence capability to satisfy the requirements that a POV be properly secured.  Any claim arising from a theft of property within this type of POV would not be compensible.  Remember, the Personnel Claims Act is a gratuitous payment statute and is not intended to be a total insurer for any or every loss an individual may suffer.  For POVs with these operational characteristics, there is a failure to satisfy the already existing claims policy requirements for the properly secured vehicle test.
 

Owners of such vehicles, who have purchased factory installed stereo or radio equipment, or who have installed stereo or radio equipment, are warned that thefts from these vehicles normally will not be payable barring extraordinary circumstances.  If you own such a POV, you should consider the risks involved and of the need to consider purchasing insurance to cover the contents of the vehicle.
 

If you have any questions pertaining to claims policies, please contact the Caserma Ederle Claims Office, Bldg #241, at DSN 634-7432/7031.
