Advance Medical Directives ("Living Wills")
An advance medical directive (formerly called a "living will") is a legal document leaving instructions for those who may be consulted with the medical decision of whether you are to be maintained by artificial means or whether a physician should "pull the plug" in circumstances where there is no reasonable expectation of recovery. 

a. An advance medical directive must be drafted in accordance with the laws of your state of legal residence. Your legal residence is the state in which you have your true, fixed and permanent home and to which, if you are temporarily absent, you intend to return. Voting, paying taxes, owning property, and motor vehicle registration are common indicators of legal residence. If you are a citizen of the United States, you must be a legal resident of some state. If you are a naturalized U.S. citizen, you are considered to be a resident of the state in which you were naturalized. 

b. An advance medical directive is not a Last Will and Testament (a "will"). A will is the legal document which controls the disposition of your property and may provide for guardianship of your children, but it only takes effect upon your death. 

c. An advance medical directive is also not a document that can be used to donate your organs for transplant or your body for scientific or medical purposes. Such arrangements can usually be made on the reverse of your stateside driver's license. If not, the Legal Assistance Division (LAD) can assist you in creating a separate document to express such desires.
d. If you would like an advance medical directive, the personnel at the Legal Assistance Division can assist you; no appointment is required.
